THE [REVOLUTION OF SEPTEMBER 4, 1870

was unfavorably received by the Legislative Body.
The more timid members were frightened by the
word "regency" and the confiding of the lieutenant
generalship to General Palikao, who was supposed
at that very moment to be contemplating a coup
d'etat. It looked too much like a challenge flung in
the face of the members of the Left. Yielding to
the wishes of a great number of the deputies who
were hastily consulted, Palikao consented to replace
the word liegoncy by that of Government, and it
was hoped by the moro sanguine, that thus amended
the project might perhaps be passed. But the dis-
tracted majority did not reckon with its host, as was
soon discovered.

Time was flying fast. The Legislative Body was
to meet at one o'clock, and its president, M,
Schneider, had already left the council-chamber to
return to the Palais Bourbon, where were also pour-
ing in reports from all parts of the city announcing
the coming of the gathering storm. M. Schneider
forthwith took measures to meet it. From the War
Office and Police Headquarters came immediately
soldiers and policemen, who were properly stationed
around and in the-court-yard of the edifice. But the
fatal weakness of the defense.lay in the fact that
it was unfortunately not possible to trust all the
troops; the police and the mounted soldiers could
alone be relied upon. Another unfortunate element
in the military situation was there being no real
head, for the Imperial party felt sure that General
Trochu would not take the energetic measures and
his lieutenants wore in about the same mood, Fur-
therraore, General Caussade, who commanded the
troops held m reserve, exercised no authority, was
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